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INTRODUCTION  

 
 Fifteen years of my life were dedicated to pastoring a wide 
variety of church expressions. I've led established churches seeking 
to move from an insular posture to intentionally becoming involved 
in reaching the community around us. I've also taken the blank-
slate approach and planted a few expressions with the same hope 
to reach our neighbors. In all these endeavors we experienced the 
coveted "success" of ministry with a steady increase of people, 
baptisms, volunteers, leaders, programs, and the dollars needed 
to support it all. Amen.

A NAGGING FACT & A CRUCIAL DISCOVERY

 Amid all this supposed success there was one lingering 
reality that always haunted me (and the Western Church as a 
whole): We weren't making an impact among the 70% of society 
who had zero interest in church gatherings of any kind.

 For the past decade, churches of various styles have 
worked dillegently to connect with the following groups:
   

• 200 plus million people who aren't connected to a 
church in the West. 

• 35% of those who are 15 to 30 years old, and want 
nothing to do with any form of spirituality (highest 
percentage in US history).

 And after all the time, energy, and dollars spent in an effort 
to "reach" our neighbors, the results aren't what we hoped for:  

• 70-80% of society is uninterested in attending a 
church gathering of any kind. 
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 In my experience, most church leaders celebrate this kind 
of growth — and to a degree, they should. Everyone matters. 
However, I was unable to shake the fact that most church growth 
is nothing more than a shuffling of the same 52-card deck among 
those already interested in church gatherings.

 As I examined the common factors behind the American-
church-attendance-shuffle, I realized it mostly had to do with 
elements on the surface, such as the quality of preaching, 
programs, facilities, and worship sets. And then it finally hit me: 
Those uninterested in the church couldn't care less about these 
things. They're literally
uninterested. And my heart couldn't be more interested in 
connecting with them.

 While church attenders are enamored with elements on 
the surface, the issue among the 70% lies at the core of what 
constitutes "church" in the West.

 Let me explain.

 With an interest to reach the 70%, I chose to stop listening 
to what church leaders think about why 70% of society is 
uninterested, and instead, pressed in with the people who make 
up that 70%. It was within these friendships and conversations, a 
way forward surfaced that frees us from the perpetual pursuit of 
a magic bullet to reach them. Turns out, people aren't rejecting 
the movement Jesus started, they're rejecting the hijacked version 
they're being handed in His name.

 The disconnect — despite race, age, sex, education, 
politics, or socioeconomic status — is with the posture and place 
associated with "church."

A DISCONNECT FROM THE POSTURE 

 Jesus spoke about the present mystery of the "Kingdom of 
God" more than anything else. Every parable painted a different 
picture of what God is truly like, and what life can really be like 
when we take Him at His word.

 Through His resurrection, this kingdom reigns everywhere. 
The King who "created all things" has also "reconciled all things" 
bringing the cosmos into collective solidarity with God and one 
another. See Colossians 1. Reconciliation is humanity's collective 
reality. The problem among those uninterested, however, is they've 
never seen this belief at work in the name of "church."
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 Churches usually frame this radical inclusion in conditional 
terms, but the cross and resurrection is the announcement that 
all divisions between God and the world (and therefore division 
between the Church and the world) are ultimately illusions. 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer was right: "The Church is divided from 
the world SOLELY by the fact that she affirms in faith the reality 
of God's acceptance of man." This is the news the Church was 
commissioned to share with the world: 'Come sister, brother, for 
we are already one in Christ.' 

 This creeping conditionality throughout the church 
has created a posture of exclusion. Even if it's not explicit, this 
exclusion is usually veiled behind the constant call to do more, 
give more, believe better, and the pressure to assimilate into a life 
of small groups and a jam-packed church calendar. Most of this is 
just well-intentioned people doing what their churches are 
implicitly training them in, but the people we've talked to are tired 
of being treated like projects.

 This leads us to the other disconnect: place.

A DISCONNECT FROM PLACE 

 Roughly 300 years after Jesus' resurrection, through the 
influence of Rome's governing structure, the Church went from 
a movement of love spreading under the leadership of everyday 
people to an institution that offers sanctioned services hosted in 
sanctioned places led by sanctioned leaders. As a result, people 
who don't connect with others at large events, or learn by 
listening to monologues, have no interest in coming. And sadly,
churchgoers who long to see people step into the life of Jesus, 
are never released to go walk with their neighbors the way Jesus 
actually walked with people.

 Today, millions of opportunities are lost to the idea that 
"church" equals professional leaders and programs, sermons and 
services, and the members and money to pull it all off. This is a 
far cry from the ways of Jesus and the New Testament church 
expressions that would soon follow. Both displayed a commitment 
to gathering around simple meals (communion) for mutual 
encouragement while also finding ways to collaborate in the work 
God was doing in others' lives. 

 Søren Kierkegaard may have said it best when he wrote: 
"Christianity's history is one of the progressive removal of God 
tactfully and politely by building churches and monumental  



24

buildings, by a monstrous doctrinal system, with an incalculable 
host of preachers and professors. Established Christianity is about 
as far away from God as one can possibly get."

AN ANCIENT WAY FORWARD

 We believe giving voice to these disconnects is both 
helpful and necessary. If you are beginning or considering the 
Reclaim journey, chances are you see and feel the gap between 
the western-normative version of church and the New Testament 
example. You're also seeing and feeling the gap between the 
church and your uninterested friends and neighbors. We've found 
that most who feel this way have a heart to bridge these gaps, but 
are often misunderstood, mislabled, and left unhelped by church 
leaders. It helps to know you're not alone.    

 With that said, the only compelling critique of anything 
is to create something better in its place. We're not interested in 
getting stuck in a constant cycle of talking about what is and what 
could be. Table Network exists to see the Church tell and live a 
story aligned with the movement of Jesus, which means helping 
people reclaim these ancient ways for our day. 

 To that end, we (Russ and Tony) wrote Reclaim: 1) to help 
you reimagine life in the movement of Jesus. 2) To help you build 
community where you are, and 3) to help others do the same.

 The Reclaim Journey consists of 9 conversations combining 
self-directed learning, personal exercises, and coaching to help 
you develop a new:

• LANGUAGE: Reclaim a language around what 
Jesus has done and declared so you can meet 
others where they are.

 
• PRACTICE: Reclaim a self-forgetful life freeing 

you to genuinely slow down, be present, and love 
people, with no agenda.

• FRAMEWORK: Reclaim a simple approach to 
being the Church so you can build community 
where you are for the good of all people.  
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  Having clarity as to why Reclaim exists, I pray it serves you, 
your loved ones who are outside and uninterested in the church, 
and the many new people you empower with it.

Russ Johnson
Founder, Table Network 
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