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 ob and Becky come from different backgrounds 
and live in different places. Still, they share a common 
story and a modern dilemma. Both took on debt as 
they juggled their way through college, balancing 
studies, and part-time jobs. Although Bob attended 
community college just minutes from where he grew 
up, and Becky attended a major university far from 
home, they both had transformative faith experiences 
around the same time.

Becky — who grew up in an irreligious home — met 
Jesus through friends who lived in her dorm and 
experienced a raw, authentic Christian community 
among them while playing a part in some of her 
other friends experiencing the same. Similarly, Bob 
— though he grew up in the church and strayed away 
in high school — had an authentic transformational 
experience while attending community college and 
immediately got connected to a local college-age 
community where the Scriptures came alive, and 
Jesus was a treasure. 

After graduating, they landed good jobs, moved into
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apartments, found good churches, and soaked up all 
their cities had to offer as single twenty-somethings. 
Soon, they both met their future spouses and started 
families. And although they live with the constant 
pull of life in the 21st Century, Bob and Becky have 
a common longing at their core: To see everyone 
around them walk in the rest, hope, and love Jesus 
brought to the world.

With a heart for these things, Bob and Becky did 
what they were taught to do: join a growing church. 

As individuals who believe in giving their time and 
talents to the local church, Becky and Bob both serve 
faithfully in a variety of ways. They both volunteer 
in the children’s ministry once a month. Bob leads 
a men’s bible study and also heads up the Sunday 
morning Welcome Team, while Becky leads a small 
group for local college students.

Lately, though, Bob and Becky’s friends have 
weighed heavily on their minds. A recent sermon on 
evangelism has them both reminiscing on their days 
as young Christians, where gospel conversations 
with their unbelieving friends seemed to be more 
commonplace and discipleship among those outside 
the church was a regular experience. 

Their passion for the spread of the gospel among 
their neighbors is beginning to rekindle and it seems 
their church leaders also share in the hope of seeing 
their communities experience Jesus. Their churches 
are beginning to implement a number of easy 



opportunities to invite neighbors to their church — 
including extra services on Easter weekend. Becky 
and Bob are excited about this new push to engage 
their communities and are determined to look for 
opportunities to invite their friends, co-workers, and 
neighbors to church. It has become their focus, their 
mission. 

However, after extending invitations to those they 
know and see weekly, Bob and Becky consistently 
hit the same roadblock: most of their friends have 
zero interest in attending the gatherings their local 
churches offer. Enter their modern dilemma.  

Determined to reach them, Bob and Becky begin 
thinking about what an expression of the church could 
look like among their friends who are uninterested 
in church. However, upon brainstorming what this 
expression would look like, a few dilemmas quickly 
emerge.

ROADBLOCKS TO BEING THE CHURCH 

First, their experience within the church tells them 
creating something different for their friends is out of 
their reach. They think “church” requires a building, 
a band, volunteers, time to pull things together, and 
money to make it all happen. Without these things, 
Bob and Becky have been told their efforts will never 
have any credibility. So they lose interest. Both have 
careers they love, they’re not interested in leaving 
them to form a new church with all it would demand. 



Second, Bob and Becky’s experience within the 
church tells them well-crafted sermons and specific 
programs are needed for people to grow in their 
Christian walk. Becky was told: “Your daughter really 
needs a vibrant kids ministry if you want to see her 
grow up strong in the faith. You wouldn’t want her to 
miss out, would you?” Bob was told: “The growth of 
you, your wife, and your friends will be limited at best 
without the strong teaching found in conventional 
church structures.”

Lastly, Bob and Becky have been told that formal 
education, through an accredited Bible college 
or seminary, is needed to be a leader. “There is a 
difference between church leaders and members; 
clergy and laity,” they were told. “Without formal 
education and ordination status, you will be 
unqualified for the role and responsibilities of 
church leadership. That’s why we need you guys to 
bring your friends into the church. They need the 
structure that membership and authority provides. 
It’s for their good.”

As these barriers surfaced, Bob opted to just stay 
in the current system and hope for the best. Becky, 
however, is beyond frustrated and ready to punt 
on the church as she knows it. Neither of these 
stories are unique. In fact, Becky and Bob’s story 
represents hundreds and hundreds of people we 
have met over the years: from college students to 
retirees, creatives to entrepreneurs, church leaders 
to industry leaders. 



Perhaps you’re in their shoes right now?

This is why it’s a good idea to stop and ask yourself a 
few questions in light of the popular paradigms that 
surround church, growth, and leadership.

Reimagine LIFE IN THE WAY OF JESUS

If the Scriptures reveal anything about the “church,” 
it’s that it is a global movement of broken people 
learning to walk in God’s boundless love. In other 
words, “church” by definition is not a place, it’s a 
people, an identity — because you live “in Christ,” 
you are “the body of Christ in the world” (Col 3; Rom 
12). This matters in a time where 70% of society has 
no interest in a mega, micro, attractional, or liturgical 
church. So ask yourself: Does it matter how great our 
church forms are if people aren’t looking for them? 
Can Becky and Bob, me and you, just meet people 
where they are through shared meals? Is that not 
literally what Jesus and the New Testament church 
did?

According to the teachings of Jesus: 1) God loves 
you, not your imagined self.; and 2) He has promised 
to do a work in you that goes beyond all human 
resourcefulness (John 3; 15). This is why 1 Corinthians 
13 says God gave us a life of “faith, hope, and love,” 
not a life of sight, plans, and performance. Knowing 
this is perhaps why Jesus used a Hebraic teaching 
style that invited people to learn about what God is 
like by participating in the things God is doing in the



world (think acts of love and mercy, being present 
and listening through hospitality, generosity, and 
passing on God’s grace as you’re going). Seeing how 
Jesus went about discipling others, why do we think 
learning happens best through programs centered 
on information dissemination?

In 2 Corinthians 5, we learn every believer is “an 
ambassador of Christ” (a representative) who has 
“been given the ministry of reconciliation” (the act 
of helping others grab onto what God has done in 
Christ). To be an “ambassador” who helps others walk 
with Jesus is to lead them, to influence them. At the 
core of this work — given to every single person -- is 
a doctrine known as the Priesthood of the Saints (2 
Peter 5). The early Church believed this truth. In fact, 
the movement that saw 65% of the Roman Empire 
say “Jesus is Lord” in just 300 years, was primarily led 
by every day, unnamed people. So why do we think 
leadership has anything to do with the later invention 
of Bible colleges or seminaries? 

LIVE AND OFFER OTHERS A BETTER STORY

It’s when you filter these questions through the 
Scriptures versus what’s held in popular belief, you 
find what’s needed and what you can do! 

You really can live in the movement of Jesus — just 
as you are.

You really can BE the Church — right where you are. 



You really can set a table for others to explore what 
Jesus has declared so they can walk in the rest, hope, 
and love God has given. 

And in the Table Network, you really can find a place 
to belong as you seek to live in this way. In fact, 
helping you develop the foundation, language, and 
framework you need to step into this life is what our 
Reclaim Course is all about. 

To learn more, check out: 
https://www.thetablenetwork.com/courses
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