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Moralism is the most deceptive 

drug in the world. When the 

church abandons the mystery 

of the cross for the religion 

of doing good, she’s left 

with nothing to offer a world 

enslaved to the pursuit of the 

ideal self and society. 

Table Network helps people 

find rest and belonging in the 

finished work of Jesus. When 

the joy of the church is Christ 

crucified, the news gets out 

that everyone already belongs.



We believe AA provides a profound example. 
Alcoholics Anonymous has a stated purpose 
of enabling its members to “stay sober and 
help other alcoholics achieve sobriety.” 
AA is so widespread in part because they 
provide acceptance and fellowship to broken 
people in a world that holds them at bay. 
Even though sobriety is their goal, their only 
guarantee is belonging. Committed to being 
a shelter from the storm instead of an inner 
circle for the victorious, they have flipped 
the script on what it means to qualify for 
love, grace, and belonging.

It’s easy to miss the significance of the 
anonymity of this international fellowship. To 
befriend the recovering alcoholic is to sign 
up for great uncertainty and cost. In AA, 
there is no leadership ladder to climb, no 
currency for bartering in the public square, 
no illusion of leaving behind a shining 
legacy. They are a nameless, leaderless 
fellowship with only one condition upon 
entry: the desire to stop drinking. As a home 
for people who have tried everything and 
lost, AA seems like an admonition of sorts to 
us as we set out to help people find rest and 
belonging in the finished work of Jesus.

What does this 
tangibly look like 

for the church?



DEPENDENCY

TRANSPARENCY

HOSPITALITY

People who go to AA go 
because they know they 
are in need of rescue from 
something outside themselves.

Members of AA have nothing 
to lose from being honest with 
one another because they 
have nothing to prove.

The friendship and 
unconditional acceptance 
found within AA is what 
makes help so easily available.

Within this culture 
of grace, some 
unique values 
stand out.



Believing this is God’s purpose 
for the church, it operates 
like an improvement center 
offering sermons, studies, and 
service opportunities to help 
people pursue the ideal self and 
society. 

But Christianity, properly 
understood, is the enemy of 
moralism — a fellowship for 
the losers who have come to 
recognize their inability to 
adequately love others  
as themselves. 

Jesus said the work of God is to 
believe in the One in whom He 
sent. Believing this, the church 
is free to be what it is: a body of 
broken people who have found 
rest in God’s boundless love and 
joy in passing it on.

“To be the church and paint a 
picture of anything else would 
be false advertisement.”  
 
                —Robert Farrar Capon

In contrast, Christianity is 
often portrayed as moralism 
— a religion for winners who 
are serious about loving 
God and others.



Unsurprisingly 
though, admitting 
addiction doesn’t 
come easy or often. 
The same shackles 
that bind alcoholics 
also bind sinners — 
the unwavering belief 
in our ability to make 
ourselves right.



DEPENDENCY

TRANSPARENCY

HOSPITALITY

We cling to the cross because 
there’s no other place in this 
world in which our failures are 
recognized and redeemed.

We become a shelter from the 
storm, a community where 
everyone is free to be nothing 
but who they really are.

We grow because the mystery 
of the cross is proclaimed 
without pretense, prerequisite, 
or performance.

It is all but 
impossible to 
convince any of us 
we are dead and 
in need of the One 
in the resurrection 
business. But when 
we all come to the 
end of our virtuous 
rope, the culture of 
grace found in AA 
can make its way 
into the church.



In the Table Network, we long to 
see an exhausted world find rest in 
God’s inexhaustible grace.



While we’re still 
improvement-addicts, 

we’re free to be 
transparent about our 
self-dependency. We 
cling to the cross and 

pray we can help others 
find the freedom to do 
the same. Sobriety is 

slowing down to share 
the Good News, tell 

stories of liberation, and 
revel in a love that will 

never let us go. 



So if your heart is to help others experience 
unconditional grace and belonging, we’re 
here to help. In the Table Network, you have 
a family you can be yourself with, friends 
you can learn from, laugh with, and lean 
on. No molds to fit or metrics to hit, just 
the sharing of lives and lessons through 
friendships and timeless truths.



thetablenetwork.com

Don’t settle for an 
understanding of the 

church that keeps you from 
celebrating grace with people 

who didn’t earn it and still 
don’t deserve it. Find the 

connection and support 
you need today. Join the 

Table Network and be part 
of a global movement that’s 
helping people find rest and 

belonging in the finished 
work of Jesus.


